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III. DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-11 and 14-24 are presented for examination. 

Examiner's Remarks 

2. In response to Applicants Amendments and remarks, Claim Objections are hereby 
withdrawn. 

Applicant argues: 

(1) What is missing from Angus is the parameter itself. 
Examiner disagree. 

With respect to the argument, the Examiner points to "Various parameters" ( Angus 
Col. 34, line 12), "parameters for data extraction" ( Angus col.. 5, lines 34-35, "parameters" 
Angus col. 6, lines 24-25), therefor, the Examiner believes Angus Fig. 5 teaches the claimed 
limitation of "parameter". 

(2) In response to the applicants' arguments regarding "obviousness", and "motivation" to 
combine the cited references, the arguments have been fully considered but are not deemed 
persuasive, because the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where 
there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 
USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
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In this case, both cited references teach inventions that are in the same field of endeavor. 
In this case, the primary reference, Gusack, teaches every limitation of the independent claims, 
with the exception of " parameter value and representing a particular quantity associated with the 
parameter; wherein the parameter and the parameter value are associated with the data contained 
in the file storage system; and, retrieving the data in response to one or more search criteria 
associated with at least one of the parameter and the parameter value.". The secondary reference, 
Angus , teaches this limitation, and 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Gusack to include parameter value and 
representing a particular quantity associated with the parameter; wherein the parameter and the 
parameter value are associated with the data contained in the file storage system; and, retrieving 
the data in response to one or more search criteria associated with at least one of the parameter 
and the parameter value. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have modified Gusack by the teaching of Angus et al. to 
include parameter value and representing a particular quantity associated with the parameter; 
wherein the parameter and the parameter value are associated with the data contained in the file 
storage system; and, retrieving the data in response to one or more search criteria associated with 
at least one of the parameter and the parameter value with the motivation to more satisfactorily 
sustain business requirement as taught by Angus et al. (Col. 3 lines 1-25). 

(3) In response to the applicants' arguments regarding "Kessenich does not teach or 
suggest a parameter value, nor does Kessenich teach any combination of a parameter and 
parameter value to form a keyword. The Examiner believes Kessenich et al. (Col. 13, lines 2-33) 
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and "values and parameters needed to process the query request" (col. 19 lines 16-25) 
the combination of a parameter and parameter value. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10 and 14-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gusack (U.S. Patent 6,356,897) in view of Angus et al. (U.S. Patent 7,003,504). 

As to Claim 1 , Gusack discloses a method of retrieving data contained in a file storage 
system, comprising: 

providing a keyword, wherein the keyword ( Gusack Fig. 15 and Col. 19, lines 28-59) 
includes: 

a parameter comprising a first portion of the keyword, the parameter identifying the data, 
the parameter describing an attribute of the data ( Gusack Fig. 15 and Col. 19, lines 28-59); and 
a second portion of the keyword, being upon the data ( Gusack Fig. 1 5 and Col. 19, lines 

28-59). 

Gusack does not explicitly teach parameter value and representing a particular quantity 
associated with the parameter; wherein the parameter and the parameter value are associated 
with the data contained in the file storage system; and, retrieving the data in response to one or 
more search criteria associated with at least one of the parameter and the parameter value. 
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teaches 
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Angus et al. teaches parameter value (fig.5) and representing a particular quantity (i.e. 
unit of volume, fig. 5) associated with the parameter (i.e. volume, fig. 5); wherein the parameter 
and the parameter value are associated with the data contained in the file storage system (fig. 5); 
and, retrieving the data in response to one or more search criteria associated with at least one of 
the parameter and the parameter value (col. 33, lines 14-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Gusack to include parameter value and 
representing a particular quantity associated with the parameter; wherein the parameter and the 
parameter value are associated with the data contained in the file storage system; and, retrieving 
the data in response to one or more search criteria associated with at least one of the parameter 
and the parameter value. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Gusack by the teaching of Angus et al. to include 
parameter value and representing a particular quantity associated with the parameter; wherein the 
parameter and the parameter value are associated with the data contained in the file storage 
system; and, retrieving the data in response to one or more search criteria associated with at least 
one of the parameter and the parameter value with the motivation to more satisfactorily sustain 
business requirement as taught by Angus et al. (Col. 3 lines 1-25). 



As to claim 2, Gusack as modified teaches: wherein the parameter is user-defined 
( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 
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As to claim 3, Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the parameter and the parameter value are linked as a contiguous text string 
( Gusack Fig. 15 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 4, Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the parameter further comprises a units designator, the units designator 
comprising a portion of the parameter, the units designator indicating the units of measurement 
for the parameter value ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 5, Gusack as modified teaches 

a pointer (i.e. link Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 2-59), the pointer comprising a 
third portion of the keyword, the pointer pointing of the data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 1 9, 
lines 28-59). 

As to claim 6, Gusack as modified teaches: 

a plurality of keywords ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), the plurality of 
keywords begin an index of the data pointed to by one or more pointers contained within at least 
one of the plurality of keywords (i.e. index. Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 7, Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is semi-structured data (i.e. 
Hypertext. Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 
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As to claim 8, Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is hypertext data (i.e. Hypertext. 
Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 9, Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is unstructured data ( Gusack Fig. 
15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 10, Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is text data (i.e. Hypertext. Gusack 
Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

5. As to claims 14-23, the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection above. 
They are therefore rejected as set forth above. 
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6. Claims 14-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gusack 
(U.S. Patent 6,356,897) in view of Kessenich et al. (U.S. Patent 6,292,802). 

As to Claim 14, Gusack discloses a file storage system having an index of keywords, 
each keyword having a parameter, a method of searching for data, comprising: 

receiving a search criterion (i.e. search. Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 1-20), 

comparing (i.e. matching Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines l-20)the search criterion 
with the keywords in the index ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), and 

presenting the results from the comparing step ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2- 

20). 

Gusack does not explicitly teach associated parameter value. 

Kessenich et al. teaches associated parameter value ( Kessenich et al. Col. 13, lines 2-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Gusack to include associated parameter value. 
It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified Gusack by the teaching of Kessenich et al. to include associated 
parameter value with the motivation to more efficiently, indexed search capability to rapidly 
locate arbitrary text in a large document or collection of documents as taught by Kessenich et al 
(Col 3 lines 3-6). 

As to claim 1 5 Gusack as modified teaches a method, wherein the search criterion further 
comprises 
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any combination of one or more members of the group of: a search criterion parameter, a 
search criterion parameter value, or a units designator for a search criterion parameter value 
(Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20); 

the search criterion parameter comprising a member of a set of all the parameters defined 
in the data contained in the file storage system ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20), the 
units designator indicating the units of measurement for the search criterion parameter value 
( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20). 

As to claim 1 5 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein comparing the search 
criterion with the keyword further comprises: 

representing the search criterion as a contiguous text string ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 
20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29), and 

comparing the contiguous text string with the keyword, using Boolean logic ( Gusack 
Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 

As to claim 16 Gusack as modified teaches a method, wherein the search criterion further 
comprises 

a parameter value for the parameter, the parameter value being based upon the data 
referred to by the parameter ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 



As to claim 1 7 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the keyword further 
comprises 
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a units designator for the parameter value, the units designator indicating the units of 
measurement for the parameter value (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 
10-29). 

As to claim 1 9 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is semi-structured data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col 19, 
lines 10-29). 

As to claim 20 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is hypertext data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 
10-29). 

As to claim 21 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is unstructured data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 
10-29). 

As to claim 22 Gusack as modified teaches a method , wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is text data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 



As to claim 23 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the parameter is user- 
defined ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 
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Points of contact 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yicun Wu whose telephone number is 571-272-4087. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday -Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 

Yicun Wu {/(r^ 
Patent Examiner jy 
Technology Center 2100 

September 26, 2007 



